Japan’s Great 


Naval Victory 


How the battle of Tsushima on May 27-28, one of the greatest naval battles in history, was fought and won 
by Admiral Togo, with a description of the Russian and Japanese fleets engaged and the results to both sides 





N May 27 the 
Japanese fleet, 
commanded by 


Admiral Togo, met 
and defeated the Rus- 
sian Baltic fleet un- 
der Vice - Admiral 
Rojestvensky in 
Korea Strait, in one 
of the greatest naval 
battles in history. 
The fleets met off the 
island of Tsushima. 
The Russian losses 
were twenty - two 


Tot one captured; two 
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special - service ships 
LLANCOURT ROCKS 4 t sunk. Of Rojestven- 
WHERE MALV / sky’s fleet only two— 
TTACK WAS. MADE wy the Aurora and the 
ND RUSHAN SHIPS | Oleg—are unaccount- 

SURRENDERED 4 ed for at the time of 
writing. 

Admiral Togo re- 
ports that on Sat- 
urday, May 27, imme 
diately upon receipt 
of a report that the 
Russian squadron 
was in sight, his com- 
bined squadron start- 
ed for the attack; 








ships sunk or cap- ae YY Z 
tured. Only three be 

torpedo - boats of the NY, or 
Japanese fleet were y Y Yt an 
‘lost. Admirals Ro- 
jestvensky and 
Niebogtaoff and 
about 2000 Russians, 
were taken prisoners. 
Admiral Skrydloff, 
who succeeded the 
late Admiral Makar- 
off as commander-in- 
chief of the Russian 
naval forces in the 
Far East, is report- 
ed also to have been 
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that he engaged the 
Russian squadron 
after sunset near 
Okinoshima, and sunk 
at least four ships, 
inflicting heavy dam- 
age upon others, the 
injuries to his own 
ships being  insig- 
nificant. The follow- 
ing day (Sunday, the 
28th) he attacked, 
near Liancourt Rocks 
(northeast of Okino- 
shima), a squadron 














consisting of the bat- 





lost. 

While it appears that 
none of the Japanese 
ships, with .the ex- 
ception of the three 
torpedo-boats, was put out of action, Admiral Toge reports 400 
casualties in one division. 

The Russian losses in detail are as follows: Sunk: Battle-ships— 
Kniaz Suvaroff (Rojestvensky’s flag-ship), Aiexander III., Boro- 
dino, Osliabya, Navarin, Sissoi Veliki; armored cruisers—Dmitri 
Donskoi, Admiral Nukhinoff, Vladimir Monomakh; protected 
cruisers — Jemchug, WSvictlana; coast-defence vessel Admiral 
Oushakoff; three destroyers, names not given; special - service 
ships—Kamchatka and one other, name uot given. Captured: 
Battle-ships Nikolai I., Orel; coast-defence vessels—General Ad- 
miral Apraxine, Admiral Seniavin ; one destroyer, the Biedovy (with 
Rojestvensky aboard). The following vessels escaped: The pro- 
tected cruisers Jzumrud and Almaz, the converted cruiser Smolensk, 
the mine-laying ship Swir, and the destroyer Grouzy. A sum- 
mary of Russia’s losses shows six battle-ships sunk and two cap- 
tured; three armored and two protected cruisers sunk; one coast- 
defence vessel sunk and two captured; three destroyers sunk and 


Map showing the Scene of the Naval Battle in the Far East 











tle- ships Nikolai I. 
and Orel, the cruiser 
Izumrud, and_ the 
coast - defence vessels 
Seniavin and Aprawine. The Izumrud escaped, but the remaining 
four ships surrendered. The story of the battle is continued as 
follows by Admiral Togo: 

“The main force of our fleet, upon accepting surrender of the 
remaining Russian main force near Liancourt Rocks in the after- 
noon of May 28, as already reported, stopped pursuit, and while 
engaged in the disposition of surrendered ships found in a south- 
western direction the Admiral Oushakoff, a coast - defence ship. 
Thereupon the Iwate and the Yakumo were immediately dis- 
patched in pursuit, and invited her to surrender, but she re- 
fused, and was sunk at 6 p.M. Her crew of over 300 men were 
rescued. Cruiser Dmitri Donskoi was also found in the north- 
western direction at 5 P.M., and was immediately overtaken and 
fired upon vigorously by our fourth division and second destroyer 
flotilla. She was attacked that night by the second destroyer 
flotilla, and the next morning was found aground on the south- 
eastern shore of Urleung Island, off the Korean coast. Our 














Admiral Togo, in Command of the Japanese Fleet 


Admiral Rojestvensky, Commander of the Russian Flect 
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Osliabya, Batile-ship, Sunk 
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Nikolai I., Battle-ship, Captured 



































Kamchatka, Special-serunice Ship, Sunk Jemchug, Sunk 
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Aurora, Protected Cruiser, Unaccounted for 
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Admiral Nakhimoff, Armored Cruiser, Sunk 
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The reader is referred to the article beginning on the first page of this supplement for a description “al Togo’ 
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Borodino, Battle-ship, Sunk 




















Svictlana, Protected Cruiser, Sunk 











Almaz, Protected Cruiser, Escaped to Vladivostok 























Dmitri Donskoi, Armored Cruiser, Run Aground and Disabled 


Vladimir Monomakh, Armored Cruiser, Sunk 


N FLEET DESTROYED BY ADMIRAL TOGO 
RATTLE OF TSUSHIMA 


> Togo’s great victory, which resulted in the annihilation of Russia’s sea power in the Far East 
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Sazanami captured, toward the evening of May 27, 
Island, the Russian destroyer Biedovy, where- 
Rojestvensky and another admiral, both 
with eighty Russians, including staff- 
Prince (Kniaz) Suvaroff, which 
May 27. They were all taken 


destroyer 
south of Urleung 
in were found Admiral 
severely wounded, together 
officers from the flag - ship 
was sunk at 5.29 P.M. on 
prisoners. 

“Our cruiser Chitose, 
morning of May 28, found 


while cruising to the northward on the 
and sank another Russian destroyer. 
Our cruiser Niitaka and destroyer Murakumo attacked at noon, 
May 28, a Russian destroyer, which finally went aground. 

‘The full particulars regarding the injuries to our ships are not 
yet to hand, but so far as I could ascertain none was seriously 
injured, all being still engaged in operations. 

‘The whole casualties are not yet ascertained. 
First Division are little over 400. Prince Yorhito 
health. Admiral Misu slightly wounded May 27. 

“The Russians lost altogether twenty-two ships, the aggregate 
tonnage amounting to 153,411.” 

The defeat of the last of Russia’s available naval force marks 
the conclusion of the attempt begun more than half a. year ago 
to recoup the losses sustained at Port Arthur during the first 
months of the war. The fleet under command of Vice-Admiral 
Rojestvensky, known as the Russian Second Pacitie Squadron, left 
the Baltic in October last on its journey to the Far East. The 
fleet divided after leaving the Strait of Gibraltar, one division 
proceeding under command of Rojestvensky by way of the Cape of 
Good Hope, the other, under Admiral Voelkersham, following the 
Suez Canal route—Rojestvensky taking with him the majority of 
the battle-ships, and Voelkersham most of the cruisers. Rojest- 
vensky reached Madagascar on January 1, where the two fleets 
joined. The Russians left Madagascar in March, arriving in the 
China Sea early in April. Meanwhile, another fleet, comprising 
one battle-ship, one armored cruiser, and three coast-defence ships, 
had sailed from the Baltic under command of Admiral Niebogatoff. 
The combined Russian squadron made liberal use of the coaling 
and reprovisioning facilities of French ports on the Indo-China 
coast before continuing their course to the northward. Until 
they were sighted by Togo on May 27 it was not known what route 
the Russians would follow to reach Vladivostok. 

In the matter of broadside gun-fire, the combined Russian fleet 
had 26 12-inch, 7 10-inch, 12 9-inch, 13 8-inch, and 147 6-inch guns, 
while the Japanese had 23 12-inch, 3 10-inch, 4 9-inch, 34 8-inch, 
and 196 6-inch guns. 

The ships comprising the two fleets were as fellows: 
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RUSSIAN FLEET 
Coast - defence 
Neniavin, 
Armored 
Nakhimoff. 
Armored cruiser 
Armored cruiser 
makh. 
Protected 
Protected 
Protected 
Protected 
Protected 
Protected 


Battle-ship Suvaroff. ship Admiral 
Battle-ship Orel. 
Battle-ship Jmperator 
der 
Battle- ship Borodino. 
Lattle-ship Osliabya. 
Battle-ship Sissoi Veliki. 
Battle-ship Navarin. 
tattle-ship ZJmperator 
Coast - defence ship General 
miral Apravine. 
Coast - defence 
Oushakoff. 


Alewxan- cruiser Admiral 
Dmitri Donskoi. 
Vladimir Mono- 


cruiser Aurora, 
cruiser Oleg. 
cruiser Izumrud. 
cruiser Jemchug. 
cruiser Svietlana. 
cruiser Almaz. 


Nikolai I. 
Ad- 


ship Admiral 


6; volunteer fleet, 5; trans- 


12; auxiliary cruisers, 
2 hospital-ships. 


Destroyers, 
1 repair-vessel ; 


ports, 10; 1 tank-vessel ; 


JAPANESE FLEET 


Protected 
Protected 
Protected 
Protected 
Protected 
Protected 
Protected 
Protected 
Protected 
Protected cruiser 
Protected cruiser 
Cruiser Suma. 

Cruiser Akashi. 

Cruiser Chiyoda. 
Cruiser Izumi. 


Niitaka. 
Chitose. 
Kasagi.’ 
Tukasago. 
Akitsushima. 
Hashidate. 
Matsushima. 
Itsuskushima, 
Naniwa. 
Takachiho. 
Otawa. 


cruiser 
cruiser 
cruiser 
cruiser 
cruiser 
cruiser 
cruiser 
cruiser 
cruiser 


Battle-ship Asahi. 
Battle-ship Fuji. 
Battle-ship Mikasa. 
Battle-ship Shikishima. 
Battle-ship Chinyen. 
Coast-defence vessel Fuso. 
Armored cruiser Adzuma. 
Armored cruiser Asama. 
Armored cruiser Jdzumo. 
Armored cruiser Iwate. 
Armored cruiser Kasuga. 
Armored cruiser Nisshin. 
Armored cruiser T'okiwa. 
Armored cruiser Yakumo. 
Protected cruiser T'sushima. 


Destroyers, 20; torpedo-boats, 12 large, 55 small; submarines, 
13; auxiliary cruisers, exact number not known; number in com- 
mission before the war, 38. 

In the naval battles of history Togo’s victory is comparable 
with the destruction of the Spanish Armada by the English under 
Howard and Drake in 1588. The Armada consisted of about 130 
vessels, carrying in all 2431 guns. Of this number of vessels all 
but about fifty were destroyed or wrecked. The exploit of the 
Japanese in Korea Strait is considered to outrank the victory of 
Nelson over the French and Spanish at Trafalgar in 1805, and the 
defeat of the Turks at Lepanto by Don John of Austria in 1571. 

Admiral Togo, who won the victory and who has directed the 
operations of the Japanese naval forces since the beginning of 
the war, was born in 1857. He was one of the first Japanese to 
be sent abroad for study, having been a pupil at the British Naval 
College at Greenwich for three years. On kis return to Japan he 
entered the imperial navy as an ensign. He was appointed a lieu- 
tenant of the junior grade in July, 1878, and detailed to the Fuso 
in August, 1878. Soon after he was appointed senior lieutenant, 
and later a lieutenant commander. He became the executive officer 
of the Amaka in December, 1881, and five years later was ap- 
pointed captain of the Asama, and Chief of the Ordnance Depart- 
ment in the Yokosuka Naval Station. In 1893, as captain of the 
Naniwa, he was sent to the Sandwich Islands to protect the in- 
terests of the Japanese residents there. He won the first naval 
victory of the war with China in 1894, sinking the Chinese trans- 
port Kowshing. He commanded the Naniwa throughout the war, 
taking part in the finai battle of Wei-hai-wei. Within the follow- 
ing ten years of peace he became a vice-admiral, and at the out- 
break of the war with Russia he was placed in supreme com- 
mand of the Japanese fleet. His exploits at Port Arthur, in the 
opening year of the war, when he practically annihilated Russia’s 
navy in the Far East, are well remembered. Since the begin- 
ning of the war Togo has lost only two battle-ships—the Hatsuse 
and. Yashima; a coast - defence ship—the Heiyen; two protected 
cruisers—the Seiyen and Yoshino; two small unprotected cruisers, 
the Miyako and Kaimon, and a number of torpedo-boats and de- 
stroyers not definitely accounted for. 

The annihilation of Russia’s sea power will, it is believed, 
duce Russia to consider terins of peace. The Czar met the Im- 
perial Council at St. Petersburg on May 30, and it is expected that 
a ukase will soon be issued summoning a national Zemski Sobor 
to determine the question of peace. Count Cassini, Russian am- 
bassador at Washington, said, in a recent statement, however, that 
“this is not the time when Russia can afford to take up the ques- 
tion of peace”; and he implied that the money necessary for a 
suggested indemnity might better be expended by Russia in the 
building of a new fleet. 

















View of the Deck of the Japanese Battle-ship “ Mikasa,” 


350 


Admiral Togo’s Flag-ship 











